Weather 
Cloudy with chance of 
light snow this afternoon 
and tonight Little accumu­ 
lation. High today in the 
80s. 
Low tonight 25-80. 
Mostly cloudy tomorrow 
with some rain likely. High 
85-40 degrees. 
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Explosion At Thiokol 
Kills One, Injures 


Unused Pipe 
Blast Rocks 
Area Homes 


By KEN HABBEN 
Courfer-Times Staff Writer 


One man was killed and five others injured at the 
Thiokol Chemical Corp. at about 8:15 a.m. today when 
an unused pipe exploded with a roar that rocked homes 
throughout Lower Bucks County. 
The accident had nothing whatever to do with the 
production of rocket fuel, the corporation’s primary 
occupation, according to company spokesmen. 
The accident occurred in front of an unused open 
porch of an old ordinance shed in the rear of the Thio­ 
kol grounds. The plant is located on Newportville Road, 
near Five Points, Bristol Township. 


A company spokesman said the 


r n 
V * 


Mike Ribarchik, a lieutenant with Levittown Fire 
Co. No. 2, examines gaping hole in a six-inch un­ 
used dust evacuation pipe line that exploded at 
Thiokol Chemical Corp. this morning. The pipe was 
ripped open for several feet. 
Jayne’s Safe But 
Goes To Hospital: 
‘Severe Exposure’ 


explosion came about when par­ 
ticles from a welding apparatus 
being used by the maintenance 
crew to cot through the pipe 
sparked contaminated material or 
dust inside the pipe. 


Harold Roth. Thiokol public re­ 
lations man. ana Lower Bucks 
County 
Hospital 
identified 
the 
dead man as Joseph A. Baehser, 
40. of 812 Keystone St.. Croydon. 
Baehser reportedly died at the 
scene of the accident 


NASSAU. Bahamas (UPI)-A c­ 
tress Jayne Mansfield, bedraggled 
and suffering from “severe expo- 


Explosioo at Thiokol. 


One man was killed and five 
injured in a blast that shook the 
surrounding area. 


Ifs an unfortunate accident that 
must be investigated so that prop­ 
er safeguards are taken in the 
future. 


President Kennedy has ordered 
preparations for atmospheric nu­ 
clear tests. If our tests show ti) 
we would fall behind la the future 
without the tests we will go ahead, 
the President indicates. 


He couldn’t make any other de­ 
cision. The power to retaliate is 
the surest deterrent to war the 
U S. has. 


The President was in fine form, 
especially when ho kidded Gov­ 
ernor Rockefeller. 


Jayne Mansfield found. 


For awhile there it looked pretty 
bad. All the facts aren’t in yet 
but well bet it wasn’t a publicity 
stunt. She’s a smarter girl than 
most think. 


There are some secrets a wom­ 
an keeps — such as aal telling 
her husband the price of the aew 
dress. 


The best looking car in town 
is the on« pulling out of the place 
where you want to park. 


Bs careful. 


aire’’, was taken to a hospital to­ 
day after rescue from what her 
husband said was a boating ac 
cident brought on when his wife 
panicked because she thought 
sharks were near. 
The 28-year-old blonde was spot­ 
ted by plane early today with her 
weight-lifter husband, Mickey Har- 
gitay, and a botel promotion man 
on a narrow sand island about 15 
miles from this British resort 
town. 
The 
fishing 
boat Blades 
ll 
brought them here this morning 
and Hargitay told a harrowing 
story of their boat overturning 
and all three spending the night 
on a tiny coral reef with the tide 
lapping toward them. 
Dr. Meyer Rassin, of the Rassin 
Hospital where Miss Mansfield 
was taken, said she had suffered 
“quite severe exposure and the ef­ 
fects of bites from numerous mos­ 
quitoes and sand flies." 
Arrives Sobbing 
The buxom actress, whose pub­ 
licity exploits are legend in Hol­ 
lywood, was said to be in a calm 
emotional state although she was 
sobbing when she first came off 


Injured la 
The hospital reported as injured, 
Francis J. Caulfield, 34, of Ox* 
mewl and Deacon Roads, Burling­ 
ton, N.J.; Charles M. Temple, 52, 
of 138 Debbie Lane, Fairless Hills; 
George Walton of 39 Russet Lane, 
Red Cedar Hill, Levittown, and 
David Scott, 55 of Route 130, 
Bridgeboro, N.J. 
Both reported as ‘‘shaken up" 
Ray Murphy, 36, of 2818 Coucher 
St., Delanco, N.J. and Frank 
Puccio, 22, of 72 North Turn 
Lane, North Park, Levittown. Both 
were taken to the hospital, re­ 
leased and returned to work 
shortly thereafter, Roth said. 
Foot Blown Off 
Caulfield was the most seriously 
hurt. His left foot was blown off. 
He was also being treated for 
multiple head and scalp cuts 
Caulfield was still in the operat­ 
ing room at 1:30 p.m. 


Temple was treated for minor 
cuts and bruises to both legs and 
a very slight chemical burn. Scott 
has multiple cuts and bruises and 
was held for observation. Walton 
was treated for minor injuries and 
released. 
AU are maintenance men at 
Thiokol. 
Dr. William E. Mebane, cor- 


Joseph A, Baehser 


poration secretary, said the five 
men were removing an old six- 
inch pipe that had been uaed dur­ 
ing World War II as a dust 
evacuation line. The pipe line had 
not been used since World War II, 
Dr. Mebane said. 
Pipe Removal 


The pipe removal wag being 
done preparatory to enclosing an 
open porch in the rear section of 
a large ordinance shed. The front 
part of the building is used to 
paint "Bullpup" Air Force rockets. 
This portion was not involved in 
the accident. 
Members of the seven-man main­ 
tenance crew were cutting into 
the pipe when the blast occurred. 
The force of the explosion threw 
the workmen several yards from 
the pipe. The pipe itself was 
ripped open for several feet. 
The shed has many windows, 
all (rf which were blown out. Win­ 
dows in an adjoining shed and its 
(Continued na Page S. Cal. I) 


A dust evacuation pipe line (foreground) loused 
since World War II, exploded in the Hunter-Bristol 
division of the Thiokol Chemical Corp., this morn­ 
ing, killing the foreman of a seven-man maintenance 
crew removing the pipe and injuring five others. 


The explosion broke all windows and doors of the 
open porch attached to the unused portion of an 
ordinance shed. An arrow points to the place where 
the pipe exploded. (Courier-Times Photos By Tom 
Keane) 
Tearful Wife: 


Victim ‘Real 


Home Man’ 


Joseph A. Baehser, 40. of Croy­ 
don, killed this morning when a 
pipe exploded at Thiokol Chemical 
Corporation, was a “real home 
man'* and built his own home, 
his wife said. 
Mrs. Zibiah B. Baehser, 39, 
daughter of Bristol Township Su­ 
pervisor John Weidman, has beni 
married 19 years. The Baehsers, 
who live at 812 Keystone St., 
Croydon, have four children, Jo- 
seph Jr., 15; Darlene, 6; Lois, 4, 
and Robin, 20 months. 
Mrs, Baehser smiled bravely 
through tear-filled eyes, their lids 
heavy from the effects of sedation 
and said, “This is an awful shock, 
a terrible tragedy for me and my 
family. But with four wonderful 
children to look after this is no 
time for me to go to pieces." 
Mrs. Baehser said she has lived 
(Continued on Page 3, Col. I) 


Dad Faces Charges 
In Severe Injuries 
To Infant Daughter 


By PAUL ALTAIRE 
Courier-Times Staff Writer 


A Levittown father of two in­ 
fant girls yesterday was charged 
with aggravated assault and bat­ 
tery with intent to kill as a re­ 
sult of multiple injuries discover­ 
ed on the head and body of the 
youngest child, his six-week-old 
daughter. 
The infant was reported suffer­ 
ing from a broken left femur 
(thigh bone), a second degree 
burn on the left foot, a black 
right eye, bruises on the fore­ 
head and nose and brain dam­ 
age. 
The child, given a 50-50 chance 
to live, is expected to undergo 
a brain operation today at Lower 
Bucks County Hospital. 
Japan: It’s Busting Out All Over 


(See Picture on Page 27) 
Tokyo People Well-Clothed, Well-Fed 


the rescue boat with a blanket and 
blue flannel dressing robe cover­ 
ing her blue and white striped 
bathing suit. 
Their 17-foot motorboat was 
found floating overturned o f f 
Rose Island Wednesday evening. 
This morning a U.S. Coast Guard 
amphibian “buzzed" the island 
and spotted the three on its east­ 
ern end. 
Miss Mansfield would say only 
that it was an “awful shock" but 
Hargitay told a detailed story of 
what had happened. 
Hargitay said both he and Jayne 
were on water skis behind the 
boat with Ford Lauderdale, Fla., 
hotel man Jack Drury at the wheel 
when his wife took a spill into the 
(Continued on Page 17) 


By GEORGE G. GRAY 
Editor, Courier-Time* 


TOKYO, JAPAN - Feb. I — (Delayed) - I 
feel right At home in Tokyo — as much at home, 
at least, as I could feel in an Oriental town which 
only today passed the 10,000,000 - population 
mark, the first city in the history of humanity to 
have that many people under one roof, so to 
speak. 
The reason for my coziness is “education,” no 
less. 
Both Japanese and English-language newspa­ 
pers are full of it, 
Japan and the United States have just ended a 
seven - day conference on cultural and educa­ 
tional exchanges with a flossy joint communique 


about agreement on a massive effort to remove 
the language barrier between the two countries. 
Schools in the city are keeping a weather eye 
cg) a flu epidemic threatening to close many of 
them. 
People generally are dissatisfied with the mess 
American “democratization” has made of their 
primary and secondary educational systems and, 
just like at home, there is much complaining 
about what children are learning and what they 
are not learning. 
More about this later. 


I am in Tokyo for only four days. Any knowl­ 
edge I pick up from this quick and brief exposure 
(Cbntinued On Page 27) 


Centennial 
Pupas To Be 


Offered Bibles 


The suspect, Joseph W. Schmitz 
of 61 Robin Hill Lane, Red Cedar 
Hill, Levittown, arraigned yester­ 
day before Justice of the Peace 
Joseph M. Haines of Edgely, was 
released in $5,000 bail pending a 
further hearing. 
Schmitz, an Army Specialist 
sixth class, is stationed at Ft. 
Dix, N J. 


An investigation into the in­ 
juries by Bristol Township police 
and state police of Trevose got 
under way Monday when a Lev­ 
ittown pediatrician, reported his 
suspicions to the district attorney's 
office. 


The doctor, who had treated 
the infant, Marta, for a leg burn 
on Jan. 6, noticed the multiple 
injuries 
when 
Schmitz’s 
wile, 
Clair. 31, brought the baby back 
last week for a checkup, police 
said. 
Thorough Examination 
Police said the doctor also ad­ 
vised Mrs. Schmitz to take the 
baby to Lower Bucks County Hos­ 
pital for a thorough examination. 
Schmitz was arrested Monday 
by Bristol Township Det. Charles 
Shaw and State Trooper James 
Fatllace of the Trevose substa­ 
tion, He was taken 
to 
Bucks 
County Prison in Doylestown. The 
investigation 
continued 
wi t h 
Schmitz first agreeing to take a 
(Continued on Page 3, Cot. 2) 


By KURT KRON 
Courier-Times Staff Writer 


Bibles will be made available 
to elementary school pupils in the 
Centennial Joint District on Mon­ 
day despite the possibility of legal 
action against the distribution. 


A decision not to rescind a mo- 
tion made last November to dis­ 
tribute 3,000 Bibles in six district 
elementary schools was made at 
an executive session meeting of 
the Centennial board last night 
The Bibles have been provided 
by the Gideons, a Christian busi­ 
nessmen's association. 
The original motion was made 
(Continued on Page IO) 


COINWORD 
Going Up 


COIN WORD No. a 
will be worth $4M if 
there in a winner, or 
winner*, tomorrow. 
If no one come* up 
with the correct solu- 
tion, the new puzzle 
game will be worth 
$450. No. 50 can be 
found today on Page 
IS. 


Ti 


Warming 'Freud 
Coming Our Way 


Generally c l o u d y to partly j 
cloudy skies will prevail over Low. 
er Bucks today through tomorrow, 
with possible snow this afternoon 
and tonight changing to rain to­ 
morrow. 
The local weatherman forecasts 
little or no snow accumulation, 
and predicts a warming trend to­ 
morrow. 


I 


I NOEX 


Amusements .......... 
Classified ................ 
(DINWORD ..... . 
Comic! ................... 
Danzig .................... 
Dear Abby ........ 
Editorials ............ 
Features ........ 
Income Tax Tips .. 
Inquiring Reporter 
Jacoby ............ 
Junior Reporter 
Movie. ............. 
Obituaries ........ 
Sports ............. 
Stocks 
................ 
TV Schedule ........ 
Women’s News ... 


... It 
23-27 
... 13 
28. 29 
... ll 
.... 7 
.... • 
.... 7 
.... ft 
... 1« 
... 12 
... ZI 
... IS 
... 2ft 
28-22 
... 27 
... 2ft 
14.1S 
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‘Miserable 
Ticket’ Draws 
Ike’s Disfavor 


Charged With Baby Assault 


HARRISBURG 
(UPI) - U.S. 
Sen. Hugh Scott (R-Pa.) today 
disclosed that former President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower is opposed 
to the '‘miserable’ ticket” of Su­ 
perior Court Judge Robert E. 
Woodside for governor and U.S. 
Rep. James E. Van Zandt for the 
U.S. Senate. 
At a news conference here, 
Scott said he talked with the for­ 
mer President Wednesday night 
by telephone and “General Eisen­ 
hower said ‘I personally would 
E 
ther se a primary fight than 
forced to take a miserable 
|icket\” 
* Scott said Eisenhower made the 
.‘‘unsolicited” call from Fort Indio, 
Calif. The former President is 
vacationing at Palm Desert. 
W oodside and Van Zandt earlier 
this week teamed up for the Re­ 
publican nomination for the top 
*pots. 
* “I do not think any Republican 
ticket can win without the active 
c ampaigning support of Gen. Ei­ 
senhower,” Scott said. 
Prefers Senate Seat 
; Scott reiterated he would be a 
candidate for governor if drafted, 
put emphasized he would prefer 
to remain in the U.S. Senate. He 
said he would make an announce­ 
ment after a “very long talk” 
With his wife Sunday. 
* Scott answered the challenge of 
Woodside to enter a primary 
fight by saying he had been in 
primary fights before and “I had 
better challenges than that in my 
life.” 
I “If I decide to become a can­ 
didate I would be undeterred by 
W 


3 Candidates For Governor 
Croup Told 


Of Scott’s 


Intentions 


Suspected of inflicting multiple injuries to his six- 
week-old daughter, Joseph W. Schmitz of 61 Rose 
Hill Lane, Red Cedar Hill, Levittown, was arrested 
by Bristol Township police and Trevose State Po­ 
lice. (Courier-Times Photo) 
Father Faces Charges 
In Injuries Of Child 


(Continued from Page I) 


Voodside.” he said. “I hope there 
Is a possibility for a harmonious 
solution. I do not wish to leave 
(he Senate.” 
* Scott, who has two years to go 
before his Senate term expires, 
Was critical of the “rump session” 
called by Woodside and Van Zandt 
to announce they were joining 
forces. He said Woodside and Van 
Zandt failed to notify many top 
GOP leaders of the meeting and 
fthis is no way to go about se­ 
lecting a ticket.” 
• Scott said he had learned that 
Republican 
S t a t e 
Chairman 
George I. Bloom had sent tele* 
grams to county chairmen re­ 
questing them to make no state­ 
ments concerning the campaign. 
Scott said some county leaders 
describe it as the “shut up tele­ 
gram.” 
' Scott said he had jotted down 
Eisenhower’* comments on paper 
and the former President had per 
nutted him to use them in ad 
Vance of a telegram. 
Also attending the news confer 
wee, which Scott had called, was 
former U S. Attorney Walter Ales- 
sandroni, of Philadelphia, an an­ 
nounced candidate for governor. 
When asked what his plans 
were in view of Scott’s position, 
Alessandrom said. 
* "I have not withdrawn my an 
nouncement I would be a cand! 
date for governor. The only issue 
is getting the strongest possible 
ticket. Senator Scott would lead 
me strongest ticket and I would 
Withdraw if he runs ” 


lie detector test, then changing 
his mind, police said. 
, 
Lie Detector Test 
Police said Mrs. Schmitz yes­ 
terday took the polygraph test, 
the results of which indicated she 
was not aware of any injuries 
inflicted on the baby intentional­ 
ly- 
Police also intimated that “a 
wooden hammer” might possibly 
have been used. 
I talked with Schmitz and his 
wife last night after his release 
on bail. 
He appeared calm and spoke 
with unfaltering, measured words 
as he recounted his experiences 
during the last two days. 
Explanation Not Accepted 
Schmitz said he told police he 
could probably account for most 
of the injuries but that they did 
not accept his explanation. 
In explanation of the intima­ 
tion that a “wooden hammer” 
may have been used, Schmitz 
said he told police that he struck 
the baby with the wooden end of 
a hammer but later told them 
this was “a fabrication ” 
Schmitz said: “I told them how 
most of the injuries probably 
came about and I asked them 
not to question my wife because 
she was already upset by the 
baby's condition. But that didn’t 
seem to satisfy them — so to 
prevent her being questioned and 
brought into the matter I said 
to them, ‘All right — I’ll tell you 
what you want to know so you 
can wrap it up — I hit the baby 
over the head with a hammer.’ 
“Oa Impulse” 
Schmitz said he signed a state­ 


ment to that effect, then thought 
about it and confessed that the 
hammer incident was a lie. 
“I saw they weren’t going to 
believe anyting I said so on im­ 
pulse and anger I gave them that 
story,” Schmitz said. 
Schmitz said the police became 
angry and told him that if the 
hammer story wasn't true he was 
making a fool of them as well 
as a fool of himself. 
Schmitz said he could explain 
how each injury came about but 
that suspicion was aroused be­ 
cause the series of accidents oc­ 
curred within a period of only 
a few weeks. 
The Schmitz other child is Gret- 
chen, 18 months old. 
Schmitz said he would probably 
retain an attorney some time to­ 
day. 


Johnny Carson’s Sister Sees Herself On TV 


Going 


In 
Circles 


By Dan Studobakar Jr. 


Thiokol 


(Continued from P*gc I) 


* The Pennsylvania Council of 
Education has announced that 
S6 hours of economics will be 
part of the social sciences pro­ 
gram required for graduation 
from a state high school, ac­ 
cording to the Neshaminy cur* 
riculum newsletter. 
The newsletter states 
this 
classroom work is beneficial, 
but points wa that economics 
must be studied in a spirit of 
free inquiry. Neshaminy, says 
the editor, tolerates this spirit. 
A spirit of free inquiry into 
this subject is beneficial, and it 
can also be embarrassing if 
carried on at a high level 
Philadelphia’s city fathers found 
that out not long ago. So did 
General Electric and some of 
Urn other major concerns im­ 
plicated in the recent price 
fixing scandal. 


the Neshaminy administration. 


One at the complicated and 
ran—mine chores high 
administrators hate keen 
■bilged to carry oat is the lob 
al scheduling student dames. 
Ona Neshaminy administrator, 
tongne-la-efeeeh, catted it a “aa* 
yr— example at the ascend- 
racy af the human mind.” 
Last month, nix of Nesham- 
bay's achedale maker*, saw aa 
dactnmk mach!ae tarn out 2,«tt 
itudout Theda I r» in five min. 
ates, It was aa awe-fffied mo­ 
ment, the administrator says. 
“Whoa arna the worker Is 
urn the pool go oa," 
§ Mr. Sardpoirut af 


Joseph 
Canby, 
Middletown 
Township supervisor, recently 
represented the township at the 
Pennsylvania convention of su­ 
pervisors in Philadelphia. 
I wandered up Route 611 to 
Pipersvilie not long ago and 
stopped at Jack’s Dog Farm, 
which will sell you a dog of 
almost any breed. 
The proprietor claimed to have 
$20,000 worth of pedigreed pooch 
on the premises, I believe it. 
If you haven't heard $20,000 
worth of dogs yapping at once 
you haven't heard any yapping 
at all. 
The gentleman in charge told 
the following story about one 
of his larger models, a St. 
Bernard; 
Billy Eckstein, the singer, 
purchased the friendly beast, 
then stopped by in his thunder­ 
bird to pick it up. It didn t fit. 
Eckstein had a friend stop by 
and collect his purchase in a 
station wagon. 
A mere youngster, the Saint 
still weighed in at 200 pounds. 
When last Jack’s Dog Farm 
heard, it was getting bigger 
every day. 
Walt Disney helped sides con­ 
siderably with his film “101 
Dalmatians ” It was a bull 
market in dalmatians for awhile 
after that. The game scarcity 
of breed developed when Disney 
showed a TV film on Airdates, 
Ifs a dog's life around Disney­ 
land—and PipersvilJ|. 


door were also blown in. 
Pieces of glass, wood and pipe 
were scattered over a 50-yard 
area. 
One Thiokol spokesman said the 
pipe somehow must have become 
contaminated during the years in 
which it wa* not in use. 
The building itself was No. IO at 
Thiokol’s Hunter-Bristol division. 
Also on the plant grounds is Thio­ 
kol’s corporate headquarters and 
the Reaction Motors division. 
Receptionist Shook 
A receptionist seated in the 
headquarters building said the 
blast shook her. 
Firemen from Levittown No 2; 
Croydon, Newport an<i Edgely 
companies and ambulances from 
all local rescue squads sped to 
the scene. There was no fire. 
Bristol Township Police Chief 
John R. Stewart, Deputy Coroner 
John S. Black and Levittown 2 
Fire Chief Vincent Latronica 
were invesugationg the explosion 
along with Thiokol represents 
tlves. 
Three ambulance* sped out of 
the corporation's gates on New­ 
port Ville Road, headed for Lower 
Bucks County Hospital. 
Navy Carpenter 
Baesher’s personnel file indicat­ 
ed he had been a carpenter third 
class in the Navy. 
Caulfield served in the Navy as 
a machinist’s mate third class. He 
has been employed by the com­ 
pany for several years. 
Cause Not Known 
Murphy and Temple have work­ 
ed for Thiokol for about three 
years. Scott is a new employe, 
joining the corporation about four 
months ago. 
Chief Stewart said he suspected 
the old pipe had inside ti traces 
of powder from World War ll 
operations. 


Southeastern P e n n s y l ­ 
vania Republican leaders, 
meeting 
in 
Montgomery 
County 
yesterday 
with 
Bucks County GOP Chair­ 
man Frederick E. Ziegler 
presiding, screened three 
candidates 
for 
governor 
and were told of a fourth, 
U.S. Senator Hugh Scott of 
Philadelphia. 
Ziegler said the inter-county 
COP group will consider Scott’s 
qualifications at a latter meeting. 
Yesterday they interviewed El 
kins Wetherill, chairman of the 
Montgomery County Commission 
ers, State Sen. William Z. Scott 
of Carbon County and Superior 
Court Judge Robert E. Woodside, 
Dauphin County. The meeting was 
held at the Marriott Motor Hotel, 
Bala-Cynwyd. 
Hugh Scott did not appear, but 
his candidacy was announced to 
the meeting by Howard Burnett, 
public relations man for the Re­ 
publican Alliance and the State 
GOP Finance Committee. 
No Endorsement 
Ziegler said the group endorsed 
no candidate but was convinced 
that of the three men in question, 
“anyone of them would make a 
fine candidate for governor.” 
“Our purpose,” Ziegler said 
“was to meet with certain candi­ 
dates and discuss issues concerned 
with the 1962 election for governor 
U.S. Senator and other major state 
offices. We were particularly de­ 
sirous of meeting with three men 
prominently mentioned as possible 
candidates for governor, Wetherill 
William Z. Scott and Woodside.’ 
He said the group “in no way 
excluded any other candidates who 
desired to talk about his candi­ 
dacy.” 
AIM Attending 
Also attending from B u c k s 
County, Ziegler said, were George 
J. Ault, chairman of the county 
GOP policy committee and Falls 
Township Republican leader; and 
William M. Power, Doylestown 
attorney, representing Dr. George 
W. Shaffer, Hilltown Township, 
chairman of the Bucks County 
GOP finance committee. 
Representing o t h e r counties 
were Motion Franz, Lehigh GOP 
chairman; 
James 
Staudinger; 
Montgomery chairman; 
James 
Mantes, Berks County chairman; 
Harvey Taylor, Dauphin County; 
and Chairman Wilbur Hamilton 
and William Meehan, Philadel­ 
phia. 
•‘Very Able” 
Each of the three gubernatorial 
candidates, Ziegler said, “present 
ed his qualifications in a very 
able fashion and answered ques­ 
tions frankly. All three made an 
extremely 
favorable 
presents 
tion 
“They share a common deter­ 
mination,” the Bucks chairman 
said, “to make 1962 a year of vic­ 
tory for the Republican party in 
Pennsylvania. They are vigorous, 
well qualified and have a very 
positive attitude in all respects 
They are confident of their abi­ 
lity to conduct a winning cam 
paign.” 
Meeting Of Minds” 
Ziegler said the group thinks 
the Republican party should “seek 
out the most effective Republi­ 
can team behind which our par­ 
ty can unite in this primary and 
begin at once to lay the founda­ 
tion for a victory in November. 
We are hopeful that all respoa 
sible leaders of the Republican 
party can have a meeting of the 
minds on a strong choice of state 
candidates.” 
Yesterday’s meeting lasted from 
IO a m. to 5 p m. 


Mrs. Ralph Sotzing of Levittown sits with her fami­ 
ly and watches herself on the Jack Paar Show last 
night. The Sotzings are (from left) Mike, 13; Jeff. 


8; Ralph, her husband; Catharine, and Steve, 15. 
(Courier-Times Photo) 


Middletown 


Fire Probers 


Await Report 


Mystery Guest 
Levittown Woman 
On Paar TV Show 


Tearful Wife 


(Continued from page I) 


A written report from Under­ 
writers Laboratories Inc. and a 
recommendation 
for 
structural 
modification of the chimney pan 
area are expected soon by Mid­ 
dletown Township authorities at­ 
tempting to resolve the chimney 
fire problem in Levittown. 
In a telephone conversation with 
Herbert Witte, manager of the 
gas and oil division, Underwriters 
Laboratories, 
Inc. 
yesterday, 
Charles Melchior, township man­ 
ager, said he learned that the 
laboratories were forwarding a 
letter to the township today con­ 
cerning findings of their research. 
Plans for possible reconstruc­ 
tion of the chimney pan area will 
be announced later after the lab- 


“What’s Jack P a a r 
really 
like?” was the inevitable ques­ 
tion. 


Both Were 
On Their Way 


Vincent Latronica, chief of 
Levittown Fire Co. Ne. 2, and 
a Courier - Times reporter 
heard sirens announcing this 
morning’s explosion at Thiokol 
at the 
time. 
The reporter called the chief 
at about 1:32 am. to ask 
Mout a fire that reportedly 
04iurred last night. In the 
middle of the brief conversa­ 
tion, the chief said. “Wait a 
minute, I hear the siren.” 
There was a “click” MUI Chief 
Latronica was aa Us way. 
The repartee, too, hoard the 
•ireu’a sound as It came over 
the telephone. After a quick 
call to Bristol TewaahJp police, 
he, toe. woo aa Ida way. 


“I thought he was a very kind, 
warm person. He was very nice 
to me.” 
That s how Levittowner, Mrs. 
Ralph Sotzing of 77 Sweetgum 
Road, Snowball Gate, described 
him today, after she appeared last 
night on the Jack Paar Show. 


oratories report is received and 
analyzed, according to Jack Gin- 


Boyer There, 


Not Officially 


Edward B Boyer, controversial 
chairman of the Bucks County 
Commissioners was at Marriott 
Motor Lodge, Bala-Cynwyd, yes 
terday when Republican leaders of 
six Pennsylvania counties con­ 
vened. But Boyer did not attend 
the meeting, Bucks County GOP 
Chairman Frederick E. Ziegler 
said today 
“I saw Mr. Boyer in the lobby 
before the meeting,” Ziegler said, 
“but he left. He did not in any 
way take part in the meeting. He 
may have driven Bill Meehan to 
the motel” 
Doylestown Attorney William M 
Power, also representing Bucks 
County at yesterday’s meeting, 
said he did not see Boyer at ail. 
“He may have been in the lob­ 
by, although I did not see him 
Power said. “But he definitely 
did not attend the meeting 
Boyer’s attendance at a similar 
regional m e e t i n g last week 
touched off a storm of contro­ 
versy in the Bucks Comity COP, 
highlighted hp the charge by Dis­ 
trict Attorney Paul R. Beeherd 
that Zingier was nominated by 
Boyer. 


ter, a member of the township 
fire prevention bureau. 
Melchior said a letter will be 
sent to all township residents 
next week explaining the town 
ship's position and recommends 
turns. He said the letter would 
probably contain diagrams being 
prepared by Gerald Summer son. 
township engineer. 
Melchior said a representative 
from the Philadelphia office of 
National Fire Underwriters will 
consult with township officials as 
soon as the report is received 
from Underwriters' labs. 
Further Discussions 
Melchior met yesterday with 
Philadelphia Battalion Chief Fire 
Marshal William J. Connelly; 
Connelly’s 
assistant 
Lt. 
Ken­ 
neth 
Thomas 
Hopper; 
Bucks 
County Fire Marshal Fred Hibbs, 
township building inspector Sam 
uel Lee* and members of the 
township fire bureau in a further 
discussion of the problem. 
Melchior said this morning the 
chimney fires, 21 of them in re­ 
cent weeks in Levittown, are “A 
I” on the priority list of town­ 
ship problems. He said he wit 
personally go at once to the scene 
if any more fires are discovered 
Most of the fires occurring in 
Jubilee, Colonial and Pennsyl 
vanian style homes have been 
reported in Middletown Township. 
Not Convinced 
Commenting on the refusal of 
Middletown to go all out in sup­ 
porting the recommendations of 
Leonard Newman, Bristol Town 
ship building official, Melchior 
said Middletown officials are not 
convinced the addition of the ex 
trh rain cap and other Newman 
recommendations will solve the 
problem. 
Melchior said the Philadelphia 
fire marshal said yesterday that 
Newman’s recommendations were 
good, but should not be consider 
ed the answer. The group ex 
amined homes where fires occur 
red. 
Ginter reiterated 
the recoin 
mendation* et the Middletown of 
facials, which do (tot include con 
struction of the auxiliary rain 
cap, but do include the cutting 
of an access panel 
and 
Ute 
thorough cleaning of the area 
around the starter plate, 
Saturday 
Ginter said the fire prevention 
bureau will meet again Saturday 
with township supervisors for fur 
thor discussions. 
Melchior reported that the town­ 
ship is in constant touch with 
private and public consulting or 
ganization* to find the proper 
solution to the problem. 
We’re trying to obtain the best 
a did ce possible,” he said. 


By BEN MCELVEEN 
Courier-Times Staff Writer 


“Kit Carson,’’ as Mrs. Sotzing, 
the sister of Johnny Carson, is 
sometimes called, went by train 
with her husband to New York 
yesterday. She arrived at the NBC 
Studios rn Rockefeller Center in 
time to appear as the mystery 
relative of a celebrity. She taped 
the show shortly after 8 p.m. and 
then she and her husband rushed 
back by train to watch herself on 
TV at home with their family of 
three boys last night. 
“It was a very exciting experi 
ence," she said, “Something that 
doesn’t happen to you every day. 
Paar Needed Prompting 
In case you didn't watch the 
show. Jack Paar finally did guess 
who she was, after several min 
utes of questioning and after Jose 
Mellis played “Oh, Johnny.” 
‘Johnny Carson’s sister.” he 
said, laughing. Then he became 
very effusive, and praised Carson 
as an emcee and comedian. Car­ 
son will replace Paar hi the fall 
a* moderator of The Jack Paar 
Show. 
Paar said last night: 
“Three people would have been 
able to do this show. Steve Allen, 
who’s already proved he could do 
it. Hugh Downs, who says he 
doesn’t want it. And Carson. Of 
the three, Carson would be the 
best, I think,” Paar said. 
Mrs. Sotzing today describee 
her “exciting” experience. “I got 
a call last week from an NBC 
official," she said, “who asked if 
I’d appear on the show. Naturally 
L said yes.” 
At Rockefeller Center, she went 
up to the sixth floor, where the 
nation-wide show is broadcast 
There she met the NBC official 


Births 


and he took her to a dressing 
room. “They put on a special kind 
of makeup," Kit said, “because 
the show is in color.’’ 
Her Debut On Color TV 
Kit said it was ber first appear­ 
ance on color TV, although rile 
said once several mooths ago she 
was on black and white TV, when 
her brother introduced ber from 
the audience on his show, “Who 
Do You Trust?” 
“They kept me hidden from 
Paar last night,” she said. “They 
tried very hard to surprise him, 
so he wouldn’t see me before I 
went wi as mystery guest.” 
While 
waiting 
in the 
sixth 
floor lounge, Mrs. Sotzing said she 
met all the celebrities who were 
on the show last night. They in 
eluded Jackie Leonard (“A very 
nice warm person”); Hugh Downs, 
(“very charming”) and Virginia 
Graham (“just lovely") and com 
edian Dave Barry (“funny’*) and 
Jim Moran 
“‘nice’*). 
“For 
a 
while,” she said, “we were all 
waiting backstage together, before 
going on.” 
Nervous At First 
What was it like, when she fin­ 
ally went on? 
She said she was a little ner­ 
vous but that everyone was nice 
to her and she felt more relaxed. 
“There are a lot of lights,” she 
said, “and it’s hard to see the 
audience. Both the lights and the 
cameramen, who move around, 
make it hard to see the peopce out 
front.” 
"It all happened 
so 
fast, 
though,’* she added, “I was on 
and next thing I was off.” 
Couldn’t Plug Her Boss 
One thing she did mention, she 
said, was the fact she lived in 
Levittown. “I didn’t get a chance 
to put in a plug for my boss,' 
she added. She works as a modi 
cal secretary for Dr. Leonard 
Hendleman, and her husband 
is a 
partner in a Philadelphia 
employment agency. 


in Croydon, on State St , since 
she was six years old. She moved 
to Keystone St. shortly after her 
husband built their home. 
Joseph Baehser was a carpenter 
and performed a great deal of 
work around the house, his wife 
said. 
Crew Foreman 
He was the f o r e m a n of the 
seven-man maintenance crew us­ 
ing welding equipment to remove 
an old pipe. 
Baehser had worked for the old 
Hunter-Bristol Powder Co., en- 
xl during World War ll in 
manufacturing munitions. He re­ 
mained on the job when Thiokol 
took over the company. His com­ 
bined service totaled almost 2$ 
years. 
During the war, Baehser served 
in the Navy as a carpenter third 
class. He was five-feet, 11-inches 
tall and weighed a b o u t 198 
pounds, according to Thiokol per­ 
sonnel records. 
“Cooperative” 
A Thiokol personnel department 
interviewer describes Baehser ift 
the personnel file of March J, 
1968 as, “very good, looks clean, 
neat, intelligent, cooperative,” 
Baehser's eldest son. Joseph 
Jr., was taken from school bf 
two Thiokol representatives. He 
is a Courier-Times carrier boy 
and attends Levittown'* Franklin 
D. Roosevelt Junior High School, 
Darlene Baehser is a student 
at the George Taylor School, 
Croydon. 


So, after she finally made it 
home and saw the show, what did 
her husband have to say? 
“Oh, he was very pleased.” she 
said. “He thought I did very well.” 
And their sons — Jeff, eight 
Mike, 13, and Steve, 15 — what 
did they think? 
“My boys looked very relieved 
after it was all over'* she said 
“They were sort of glad I hadn' 
goofed.” 


lownr Bucks 


County Hospital 
Trenton Catholic 
To Close Doors 


Feb. < 
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Fennessy, 
1026 Elm St., Bristol, girl 
Mr. and Mrs. Julius Czekner, 
2590 Bowman Ave., Cornwells 
Heights, boy 
Mr. and Mrs. John Costanzo, 
36 Queen Anne Road, Levittown, 
boy 
Mr. and Mrs. Pasco Garramone, 
ll Margin Road, Levittown, girl 
Feb. 7 
Mr. and Mrs. George Aubley, 
19 Cobalt Ridge Drive South, 
Levittown, girt, 
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Cuva, 
1307 Nancy Drive, Croydon, boy 
Mr. and Mrs, John Kane, 233 
Waltham Road, Fairless Hills, 
boy 
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Stanton, 
3641 Grandview Ave , Cornwells 
Heights, boy 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Vandenberg, 
337 d e v e in St., Bristol, boy. 


TRENTON UPI 
- Trenton 
Catholic Boys High School will 
close for good in June, diocesan 
school officials announced today 
The Right R»v. Monsignor John 
J. Endebrock, superintendent of 
schools, said priests of the Fran­ 
ciscan order who have been teach 
fog at the school since 1936 are 
leaving in June to open a new 
high school in Pittsburgh. 
He said most of the SOO students 
at the school will be absorbed by 
Cathedral and St. Anthony’s high 
schools here. Both will be coed­ 
ucational in the fall. 
Coal Mine Death 
Toll At 300 
SAARBRUECKEN, 
Germany 
(UPI)—Officials today abandoned 
hope for the miners remaining in 


Delinquency 
Charge Filed 


Edward DuBois, 30, 640 Lincoln 
Highway, Fairless Hills, is free 
under $000 bail today on charges 
that he contributed to the delin­ 
quency of a 16-year-old girl found 
drinking recently in a Middletown 
Township tavern. 
DuBois was picked up yester­ 
day by Falls Township police and 
bound over to Middletown Town­ 
ship police. 
Middletown police claimed Du­ 
bois was with the girl in the Club- 
house Tavern, Route I, when she 
was served by Joseph Episcopo, 
the tavern owner. 
Episcopo is free on $1,000 bail 
on charges of selling intoxicants to 
a minor and a contributing to 
delinquency charge. 
Both men are free on bail for 
a further hearing by Middletown 
Township Justice of the Peace 
Stephen Nieckoski, 
Sergeant Anthony Fergione of 
the Middletown police, arrested 
DuBois. 
Weather 


S O M E SN O W 
High today: sos 
Low tonight: 25-30 


H|gh yesterday: 24 
Low yeiterday: 12 
Lew atis morning: IS 


the blast-shattered tunnels of the 
Luisenthal coal mine and esti­ 
mated the death tot| at about SOO, 


Forecast: Cloudy weather today, 
with chance el some Ugh! snow 
this afternoon and tonight, hat 
with Utile er ne accumulation. 
High today in th* Mf. Law to­ 
night from 25-31 degrees. Meetly 
cloudy with terne rain likely 
tomorrow. High from ll to <§§, 


